
Hymn:  

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Choir of All Saints’ & Resurrection

Submission Deadline: 12/5/2020, Midnight (Note that this is a Saturday)

Worship “Air date”: 12/13/2020, 5 PM 


You will need:

• Recording device (e.g. smart phone, computer with webcam/mic, tablet)

• Playback device to listen to your guide track while you record (e.g. smart phone, 

computer, tablet, iPod)

• Earbuds or headphones that connect to your playback device (doesn’t matter if 

they are wired or wireless)

• Adequate lighting on your face (daylight is always nice!)

• Neutral light-colored background (hanging a sheet behind you will work if you 

don’t have a neutral wall)

• Solid colored shirt (NOT green but any other color is fine)

• Your music - the score will scroll on the guide track video and/or download your 

score:

• Ensemble

• Oboe

• Violin 

Recording aspects to consider:

• Do not record in 4K (files are too large). The preferred setting is 1080 at 60 fps 

(Settings/Camera/Record Video)

• Sing with an expressive face (smiling at the beginning and end is helpful!)

• Use “selfie” mode, so that you can always be aware that you are staying within 

frame.

• Know where to look - into your camera is best! If you use your phone to record it’s 

off to the side. It’s in the middle if you use your computer. Your recording device 
should be at eye level in the landscape (horizontal) position. Record from about 2 
feet away. Your face should be centered in the upper half of your frame.


https://www.dropbox.com/s/pqbckxcfmu1xzwv/O%20Come,%20O%20Come,%20Emmanuel%20-%20Full%20Score.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/060wx94buhyj0my/O%20Come,%20O%20Come,%20Emmanuel_Oboe.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/r3ccahxr81qh3xm/O%20Come,%20O%20Come,%20Emmanuel_Violin.pdf?dl=0


• Try one headphone/earbud in, one out. This may help you to hear yourself better.

• If you are playing an instrument, try to capture your entire instrument, as well as 

your face, in the frame. If you are seated, it’s ok if the lower portion of your body is 
not in the shot. 

Choose a recording space that is quiet - no fans/air-conditioning, dogs barking, cats 
meowing, birds singing, etc.


• Please do not record in a bathroom or stairwell (too much reverb).

• Practice using your video guide track several times before you record


Links to Guide Track Videos (instrumentalists, see notes below)

• Ensemble Guide Track (choir)

• Oboe Guide Track (where midi oboe is omitted)

• Violin Guide Track (where midi violin is omitted)


Singing in a virtual choir:

• Rhythmic accuracy is very important.

• Remember your rounded, resonant vowels.

• Limit your dynamic range and sing mp - mf.

• Unvoiced consonants should be soft! (f, k, s, t, x)


Link to vocal warmups from our own Jennifer Cook 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” notes: 

• Please remember to smile and look at the camera, especially when you have a sea 

of rests, the accompaniment is playing, or another section is singing

• Breathing is dictated by punctuation in this piece, and varies with each verse. Please 

pay close attention to rests and my conducting.

• Instrumentalists may use any Guide Track when recording, but I figured that you 

didn’t want to hear a poor, digital, imitation of your instrument while recording with 
your “in real life” instrument! I did include the other midi instrument, so you can use 
it for cues. We are grateful for your being part of this project, by the way! 

Upload videos and/or images here by midnight 12/5/2020.

Having difficulties recording or submitting your recording? Contact Brian. 


Have fun!

Brian Sapp-Moore
bsapp@allsaintsconcord.org
(252) 331-3341

https://youtu.be/nxXwi_fKTMI
https://youtu.be/ocS8fZhuyZo
https://youtu.be/x2oL7MUb7xc
https://www.loom.com/share/57c4d5b568014c05b389edbb1de7f5a8
https://www.dropbox.com/request/31vDjGNJU5o2jnV5zyVt

