
This worship is intended for December 21st, the longest night of  the year. The metaphor of  the “longest night” may 
also describe some of  the feelings in this season. Memories of  the past, obligations of  the present and concerns for 
the future can seem overwhelming. As Christians, we live in the hope born of  God’s faithful determination to 
restore creation, represented most clearly in the coming of  Jesus Christ. In this time, you are invited to offer the 
concerns of  your heart to God and receive from God encouragement, comfort and strength.  
 
A note on congregational singing: Instead of  singing, the congregation is invited to actively listen to the recordings 
of  hymns and songs during the worship. 

Gathering Music          arr. Donna Huff  
Bethlehem…Galilee…Gethsemane 

Jennifer Cook, piano 

Bidding 
Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Opening Scripture   
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; on those who lived in a land of  
deep shadow a light has shone. For the yoke that was weighing upon them, the burden 
upon their shoulders and the rod of  their oppressor, you have broken, O God, our 
Redeemer. – Isaiah 9: 2, 4 
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Opening Prayer 
God of  Mercy, hear our prayer in this Advent Season. We ask for peace for the past, 
strength for today, and courage for tomorrow.  Even in our darkest times, may we feel your 
abiding presence with us as we await the grace of  your light anew at Christmas. In the 
name of  Jesus Christ who shares our life in sorrow and joy, death and new birth, despair 
and promise. Amen. 

Lightening the Darkness  
Light the candles of  your Advent Wreath as you read these passages from scripture. Pause to reflect 
between lightings. 

Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the lifting up of  my hands as an 
evening sacrifice. – Psalm 141:2  
 
Light the first candle                   
 
The one who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns deep darkness into the morning, and 
darkens the day into night, who calls for the waters of  the sea, and pours them out on the 
surface of  the earth, the Lord is his name. – Amos 5:8  
 
Light the second candle        

If  I say, "Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become night," even 
the darkness is not dark to you, the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to 
you. – Psalm 139:11-12  
 
Light the third candle         

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of  the world. Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness but will have the light of  life." – John 8:12  
 
Light the fourth candle 



3

We light our own candles now – To remember those whom we have loved and who are now 
absent from our sight, but never from our hearts. To ask forgiveness for ourselves and 
those we may have hurt, praying also for the strength to offer forgiveness to those who 
have hurt us. To stand in the grace of  faith and hope which the Christmas story offers, 
giving thanks for the blessing of  our family, friends and all who stand with us. 

Music During Candle Lighting 
Still, still, still                                                          Trad. Austrian, arr. Catherine McMichael 

Vasily Gorkovoy, violin and Brian Sapp-Moore, piano 

Trad. Austrian tune arranged by Catherine McMichael 
Copyright © 2008 Latham Music, Ltd. (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

CCLI license #11109172 

I wonder as I wander                                                                                Appalachian Carol 
                                                                        Collected, adapted, and arr. John Jacob Niles 

Charles McKinley, tenor 

I wonder as I wander out under the sky, That Jesus my Savior did come for to die. 
For poor orn'ry people like you and like I; I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 
I wonder as I wander out under the sky, That Jesus my Savior did come for to die. 

For poor orn'ry people like you and like I… I wonder as I wander out under the sky. 

Words and music collected, adapted, and arranged by John Jacob Niles 
Copyright 1934 © (Renewed) G. Schirmer, Inc. 

CCLI license #11109172 

Prayer 
Jesus, we acclaim you with many titles and names, but they all point us to your presence, 
power and love. May we shine with your light not only at Christmas, but at all times in our 
words and deeds. As you took on human flesh in a unique and decisive way so long ago, 
may you, in small but significant ways, take it on again in our flesh, that in us the world may 
see and give glory to your Father in heaven. Amen. 
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Hebrew Scripture Reading              Isaiah 40:1-2, 28-31 
Isaiah was written in a time when many of  the people of  Judah had been taken as captives into exile in 
Babylon. They wondered if  God was still with them. Isaiah offers assurance of  God’s faithfulness. 

“Comfort, O comfort my people,” says our God. “Encourage the people of  Jerusalem and 
tell them that their time of  suffering is ended.” 

Our God, the everlasting God, the creator of  the farthest parts of  the earth, never grows 
tired or weary. No one can fathom the depths of  God's understanding. God gives power to 
the faint and strength to the powerless. Even youths become exhausted and young ones 
give up; but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength. They shall mount up 
with wings as eagles, they shall run and not be weary. They shall walk and not faint.  Listen 
to me in silence, have courage and come near. 

Gospel Reading                           John 1:1-5, 9, 14      
Matthew and Luke describe Jesus' birth in Bethlehem with stories of  visits from shepherds and Magi. But 
John's gospel speaks of  Jesus as God's Word spoken for all humanity through this one born into a hurting 
world. He describes Jesus’ birth as a light in our darkness. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 
the light of  all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it. – John 1:1-4 

Reflection            Emily Badgett 
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Hymn                                                                                                 arr. Richard Shephard  
O come, O come, Emmanuel 

Resurrection Choir and Choir of  All Saints’ 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of  God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Desire of  nations, bind In one the hearts of  humankind. 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, And be Thyself  our King of  Peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Words and music arr. by Richard Shephard 
© 2020 St. James Music Press 
Licensed permission granted 

Responsive Prayer 
Officiant:  Remembering that the first Christmas came not amid joy and abundance, but  
  in poverty and confusion, we pray that we may be released from expectations,   
  our own from Christmas’ past and those of  others around us, so that we may  
  welcome Christ anew at his coming.  
People:  O God, hear our prayer and in your mercy answer.  
Officiant:  For our families and friends, for their help and support and for their   
  continued understanding.  
People:  O God, hear our prayer and in your mercy answer.  
Officiant:  For all those who are absent from our sight, but not from our hearts.  
People:  O God, hear our prayer and in your mercy answer.  
Officiant:  For whatever grief  we bear, that all may be redeemed by your Easter promise.  
People:  O God, hear our prayer and in your mercy answer. 
Officiant:  For all who are broken or oppressed that they may know your love and   
  comfort.  
People:  O God, hear our prayer and in your mercy answer.  
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Officiant:  For the peace proclaimed by the Christmas angels, that it may come   
  throughout the whole world. 
People:  O God, hear our prayer and in your mercy answer.  
Officiant:  God of  hope and love who never fails to listen to the prayers of  your people:  
  Grant to all, especially those who are bereaved and troubled this Christmas, the 
  blessing we ask in the name of  Christ who taught us to pray together saying: 

The Lord’s Prayer  
All together 
Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, and deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Closing Prayer  
Blessed are you O Lord our God, ruler of  the universe, creator of  light and darkness. In 
this holy season, you renew your promise to reveal among us the splendor of  your glory, 
made visible to us in Jesus Christ your Son. In the witness of  the prophets you taught us to 
hope for his reign of  peace. Through the outpouring of  his Spirit, you open our blind eyes 
to the glory of  his presence. Strengthen us in our weakness. Support our stumbling efforts 
to do your will. Free our tongues to sing your praise. For to you all honor and blessing are 
due, now and forever. Amen. 

Blessing 
May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May the face of  the Lord shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
May the countenance of  the Lord be lifted upon you and give you peace. Amen. 

Voluntary                                                                                   Claude Debussy 
Prelude No. 8, Book 1                                                           

Brian Sapp-Moore, piano  


